
Invitation to a Workshop:  Creating The European GTI Toolkit - Capacity 
Building for the Global Taxonomy Initiative 

 
 

 
In June 2004, a workshop was held at the International Academy for Nature 
Conservation (INA) on the Isle of Vilm, Germany. This workshop called ‘Building 
Capacity for the Global Taxonomy Initiative (GTI) in a larger Europe’ brought 
together 16 representatives of 13 countries and international organisations to report 
about the current state of taxonomy and taxonomic institutions in their countries, and 
to discuss further steps in implementing the GTI in a wider Europe. 
 
One outcome of the discussions at the workshop was the call for a Euroepan GTI-
Toolkit, in which all relevant documents and reports from CBD bodies, information 
aobut funding mechanisms and opportunities, sources for taxonomic data, maps, 
geazeetteers, etc should be collected, to allow new and upcoming GTI focal points 
and individuals to become involved in the GTI and to get started efficiently. 
 
The work towards creating such a European GTI-toolkit has not been finalized yet and 
so we would like to invite an equally motivated and experienced group of individuals 
to participate in a hands-on workshop for completing this toolkit. Another such 
workshop, naturally, will also provide a good opportunity to report, update and 
discuss latest developments concerning GTI in the EU and elsewhere. 
 
This workshop will include a lot of hands-on work by all participants in collecting and 
arranging documents, and also in writing introductions and texts in as many European 
languages as possible. Thus, we strongly encourage you to bring your own notebooks 
and relevant materials to the workshop. We do have a number of computer work 
stations, notebooks, and other equipment available here, but we cannot provide 
machines to all participants. 
 
Financial support for travel and accommodation is available for a limited number of 
participants. In case of need, please, contact us directly. If you are unable to attend 
yourself, please feel free to pass this invitation to other interested colleagues in your 
country or organisation. 
 
 
Looking forward to meeting you soon in Stuttgart 
 
Fabian Haas & Christoph L. Häuser 



Date, venue & contacts 
 
Date: 6th – 8th June, 2005 
 
Venue: Staatliches Museum für Naturkunde Stuttgart [State Museum for Natural 
History], Rosenstein 1, D-70191 Stuttgart, Germany 
 
Contacts: 
Dr. Fabian Haas 
haas.smns@naturkundemuseum-bw.de 
Phone: ++ 49-711-8936 172 
 
Dr. Christoph L. Häuser 
chaeuser@gmx.de 
Phone: ++ 49-711-8936 223 
 
Fax: ++49-711-8936 100 

 
 
 

Preliminary Programme 
 
 
Saturday/Sunday: 4th/5th June 2005 
Arrival in Stuttgart 
 
 
Monday, 6th June 2005 
9:00 
Welcome and Introduction to the workshop 
 
9:30 – 12:30 
Reports on GTI from SBSTTA10 and SCBD 
Reports from European GTI NFPs and regional GTI workshops 
Reports from relevant European GTI projects: EDIT, SYNTHESYS, etc 
 
12:30 – 14:00 Lunch 
 
14:00 – 16:00 
Identifying the elements for a European Toolkit 
 
16:00 – 17:30 
Hands-on workshop (in two parallel working groups): gathering information, putting 
together elements and components, manufacturing the toolkit: 
 
WG I: Official texts and documents (COP & SBSTTA docs, national reports, GTI 
CM texts, etc), background and PR materials (general texts about taxonomy, case 
studies, etc), information about funding sources. 
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WG II: Relevant taxonomic data, tools and services (directories/lists of taxonomic 
experts, projects on European fauna & flora, maps & gazetteers, etc.), links and 
websites, GTI webpage toolkit. 
 
 
Tuesday, 7th June 2005 
9:00 – 12:30 
Hands-on workshop (in two parallel working groups) continued. 
 
12:30 – 14:00 Lunch 
 
14:00 – 17:30 
Putting it all together: structuring of elements and documents for the toolkit, finalising 
the documentation, CDs and webpage templates, if possible in different languages. 
 
20:00 
Dinner at a local restaurant. 
 
 
Wednesday, 8th June 2005 
9:00-12:30 
Next steps: Implementing the GTI in Europe: projects, priorities, and strategies 
Web design for a GTI-NFP webpage (based on the German NFP webpage as 
example) 
Production of a CD-ROMs for each participant 
 
12:30 – 14:00 Lunch 
 
14:00-17:30 
Tour and visit to the museum’s collections and exhibitions 
Departure of participants 
 
 
Coffee breaks will be included at a convenient time. Coffee, snacks and other 
refreshments will also be available during the working groups. 



Participants invited 
 
Austria Andrea Nouak andrea.nouak@lebensministerium.at 
Belgium Anne Franklin, Yves Samyn anne.franklin@naturalsciences.be, 

Yves.Samyn@NATURALSCIENCES.BE 
BioNet-INTL Richard Smith r.smith@cabi.org 
Bulgaria Dessislava Dimitrovo desco@bio.bas.bg 
Croatia Toni Nikolic toni@botanic.hr 
Czech Republic Jan Plesnik, Vaclav Houk jan_plesnik@nature.cz, houk@butbn.cas.cz 
Denmark Henrik Enghoff HEnghoff@zmuc.ku.dk 
EC Martin Sharman martin.sharman@cec.eu.int 
Estonia Ulle Reier reier@ut.ee 
Finland Juhani Lokki, Jukka Salo Juhani.Lokki@Helsinki.fi, Jukka.Salo@utu.fi 
France Simon Tillier tillier@cimrs1.mnhn.fr, bourgoin@mnhn.fr 
Germany Reinhard Piechocki,  

Horst Freiberg 
reinhard.piechocki@bfn-vilm.de, 
Horst.Freiberg@BfN.de 

Greece Anasthasios Legakis alegakis@biol.uoa.gr 
Hungary Laszlo Peregovits perego@zoo.nhmus.hu 
IUCN Jeffrey McNeely jam@iucn.org 
Latvia Voldemar Spungis adalia@lanet.lv 
Lithuania Zigmantas Gudzinskas zigmantas.g@botanika.lt 
Netherlands Wouter Los, Pieter Baas, Cees 

de Hof 
los@science.uva.nl, baas@nhn.leidenuniv.nl, 
hof@science.uva.nl 

Norway Magnar Bjerga mbj@rcn.no 
Poland Wieslaw Bogdanowicz, 

Krzysztof Jazdzewski 
wieslawb@robal.miiz.waw.pl, 
kryjaz@biol.uni.lodz.pl 

Portugal Isabel Sousa Pinto ispinto@cimar.org 
Russia Alexander Shestakov ashestakov@wwf.ru 
Slovakia Karol Marhold karol.marhold@savba.sk 
Slovenia Gordana Beltram, Matija 

Gogala 
gordana.beltram@gov.si,  
matija.gogala@uni-lj.si 

Spain Maria Ramos m.ramos@mncn.csic.es 
Sweden Torbjörn Ebenhard,  

Anders Silvergrip 
torbjorn.ebenhard@cbm.slu.se, 
anders.silfvergrip@nrm.se 

Switzerland Erich Kohli, Reto Nyffelder, 
Daniel Burckhardt 

erich.kohli@buwal.admin.ch, 
rnyffeler@systbot.unizh.ch 

Ukraine Tatjana Stefanovska steftat@hotmail.com 
United Kingdom Alistair Taylor, Chris Lyal, 

Alan Paton 
a.taylor@nhm.ac.uk, chcl@nhm.ac.uk, 
a.paton@rbgkew.org.uk 
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